
More blacks in mining industry 
As race and gender gap narrows, focus shifts to keçping skilled 

By GERSHWIN WANNEBURG 
Business Writer 

The mining industry has made 
great strides in including more 
blacks and women in a once 

white and male-dominated sector, 
a survey has found. 

But executive recruitment 

firm Landelahni Business 
Leaders said the challenge 

would be to retain skills as 

global demand for professionals 

grows. 

Sandra Burmeister, chief 
executive of Landelahni, said 

that global spending on infrastructure 

is estimated to total 

$20 trillion over the next 10 

years, which means employers 
will have a tough time hanging 
on to skilled labour 

South Africa, which is rich 
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The biggest change 
occurred at non-executive 
director level - from 0.5% to 

37%, the executive recruitment 
firm said. Significantly, there 

had been a greater entry of 

black men and women into 

�core� positions at mmes. 
Past surveys had indicated 

that as many as 80% of blacks 

and women were employed in 

human resources, finance, 

marketing and other support 

roles. In 2006, that fraction 

declined to 65%. Mining companies 

had also fared well in 

developing skills. Here it also 

outdid other sectors. 

Burmeister said the industry 

needed to maintain these 
levels of participation by 

ensuring a constant stream of 

graduates in key fields like 

engineering into mining. 
In 2006, 34% of top management 

had received training versus 

industry average 

Burmeister said. 
More than 2 400 engineers 

were registered in 2007 � a dramatic 

increase after the rapid 

decline in 1998, according to figures 

from the Engineering 

Council of South Africa. 

Nearly 1 200 of those were 

black, which was a good omen 
for the country�s future pool of 

engineers. 

But only a small number of 

these registered engineers are 

active in the industry while the 

general supply of artisans has 

also remained low. 
The survey canvassed 12 of 

the 18 main participants in the 

gold, coal, diamond, platinum 
and uranium mining sectors, 

including big names such as 

Anglo American, Harmony 
and De Beers. 
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HARD HAT: Miners work underground near Carletonville 
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